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abroad is frequently held responsible to his country. Political
fealty cannot be so easily abandoned; political rights involve
political duties. Among them is certainly the duty to pay
taxes.

In modern times, however, the force of political allegiance
has been considerably weakened. The political ties of a non-
resident to the mother country may often be merely nominal.
His life may be spent abroad and his real interests may be
indissolubly bound up with his new home, while his loyalty
to the old country may have almost completely disappeared.
In many cases, indeed, the new home will also become the
place of a new political allegiance. But it is well known
that in some countries the political bond cannot be dis-
solved even by permanent emigration; while it frequently
happens that the immigrant lias no desire to ally himself
politically with what is socially and commercially his real
home. In the modern age of the international migration of
persons as well as of capital, political allegiance no longer
forms an adequate test of individual fiscal obligation. It is
fast breaking down in practice, and it is clearly insufficient
in theory.

The second principle that may be followed is that of
mere temporary residence ; every one who happens to be in
the town or state may be taxable there. This, however, is
also inadequate. If a traveller chances to spend a week in
a town just when the tax collector conies around, there is
no good reason why he should be assessed on his whole
property by this particular town ; the relations between him
and the government are too slight. Moreover, as he goes
from place to place, he may be taxable in each place or in
none. Temporary residence is plainly inadmissible as a test.

The third principle is that of domicile or permanent resi-
dence. This is a far more defensible basis, and it has many
arguments in its favor. Those who are permanently resi-
dent in a place ought undoubtedly to contribute to its
expenses. But the principle is not perfectly Batisfactory.
For, in the first place, a large part of the property in the